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misery, and the animal faculties to treat as romance the
thirst for ideal perfection.

In thus speaking of different 'faculties/ and distributing
among them the possessions of the human mind, I have
deliberately used the language of the older psychology,
without, however, forgetting the criticism it receives from
writers of the most recent school. So far as they simply
piotest against regarding the human mind as an aggregate
of compartments or detached chambers in which, as in
a government office, different agents exist for the trans-
action of difFeient business, their criticism may serve a
useful puipose, wherever it finds a person who needs it
But the departmental conception of our nature may be
discarded in favour of either of two substitutes. The
mind may be regarded as a mere sum-total of individual
phenomena, to be counted, sorted into parcels, and regi-
mented into series, so as to be in itself a multiplicity,
simplified only by the observer. Or, it may be treated as a
living unit, putting foith all its phenomena out of an
identity of its own. If the older doctrine is rejected on
behalf of the former, it is a change for the worse: if in the
interest of the latter, I shall not deny that the end is good,
though the means adopted are excessive and superfluous.
Let us hear what is said, and endeavour to save the truth
which it may contain: ,

*The theory,' says Mr. Leslie Stephen, eof an autono-
mous or independent conscience, of a faculty which exists
as a primitive and elementary instinct, and which is there-
fore incapable of further analysis, appears to be equally
untenable, I agree, indeed, that here too we have an
inaccurate statement of a highly important truth. The
theory needs the less discussion because it is part of an
obsolete form of speculation. Nothing is easier than to
make out a list of separate faculties, and to call it a psycho-
logy. The plan had its negative advantages so far as it was
in useful antithesis to an easy-going analysis, which was
too quickly satisfied with explanations of complex mental